
                                                                                      

 

Kiel Conference 2016: High North 
 

Do you want to meet NATO’s highest-ranking naval officer? Would you like to discuss with the leading 

strategic advisor to the Secretary General? Have you ever wondered what it is like to exchange views 

with the Assistant Deputy Chief of Naval Operations at the Pentagon? Make your voice heard and apply 

for a spot as participant for the 2016 Kiel Conference.  

 

We are happy to announce that the organizers of this conference have kindly made available four 

places in this annual conference to members of the YATA network. This high-level event on maritime 

security challenges in the 21st century for 100 participants has a strict invitation-only policy. Therefore, 

this is a unique opportunity for you to engage!  

 

The Kiel Conference is a one-day event taking place on Tuesday the 21st of June 2016 in Kiel, home of 

the German Navy and site of  the annual U.S. BALTOPS naval exercise with dozens of NATO and PfP 

navies participating.  

 

It is hosted by the Institute for Security Policy at the University of Kiel (ISPK) and organized in close 

co-operation with the NATO Centre of Excellence for Operations in Confined and Shallow Waters 

(COE CSW) based in Kiel.  

 

The Kiel Conference is designed as a forum in which high-ranking representatives from the military, 

academia, politics and industry meet to examine and discuss selected aspects that impact maritime 

security. These can be of geostrategic, political, legal, military, economic, or technological nature. This 

year, the Kiel Conference will focus on the High North. Issues relating to managing emerging naval 

competition, promoting maritime cooperation, and advancing political stewardship in the Arctic will 

all be discussed.  

 

In one key-note speech and three topical panels, the distinguished speakers will explore different 

maritime security challenges in the High North including:  

 Exploration and Shipping – Common Interests? 

 Seapower in the High North – Concurrent Approaches? 

 Cooperative and Diplomatic Avenues – A Blueprint for Maritime Security Regimes? 

 

Would you like to be one of the four YATA participants? 

Check out how you can apply on the next page. 

http://www.kielconference.com/#about
http://www.ispk.uni-kiel.de/de
http://www.coecsw.org/


Application criteria 

- Applicants must hold citizenship of a NATO Member or Partner Country (for a full list of the 

partner countries: http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/51288.htm) 

- The applicant must currently be enrolled in a Master or PhD program or be a young 

professional. Demonstrated interest in maritime security challenges is helpful. 

- The applicant must not be older than 35 years at the time of the event. 

 

Application process 

You can apply by sending in the following documents to international.yata@gmail.com by Sunday 24 

April, 23.59 (GMT+1) the latest: 

- Your CV 

- A short letter of motivation on why you want to participate in the conference (maximum one 

page) 

- A short essay (minimum one page) on the following topic: “What do you consider to be NATO’s 

most pressing maritime security challenges and how should they be addressed” 

- Three questions to ask the panelists; one for each panel topic. 

 

Transport, accommodation and food 

The participation fee is waived for this conference. Accommodation is included for two nights in a 

double room (arrival on Monday 20 June, departure on Wednesday 22 June). Breakfast and lunch, as 

well as the reception at the end of the conference, are included on Tuesday the 21st, breakfast is 

included on Wednesday the 22nd. For travel expenses there is a reimbursement of €200,- per YATA 

participant. Transportation to and from the airport is covered. Dinners and lunch on 22 June are the 

responsibility of the participants (Kiel offers a wide variety of options).  

 

As the Kiel Conference takes place during the Kiel Week, the largest sailing event in Northern Europe, 

you will have the opportunity to enjoy many of the maritime festivities, including a personal tour of 

one of the warships berthed in Kiel on the 22th of June. In the past year, warships that visited Kiel 

included the Royal Navy’s helicopter carrier HMS Ocean, the US Navy’s amphibious assault ship USS 

San Antonio, and the German Navy’s frigate FGS Lübeck. 

 

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us by sending an e-mail to:  

international.yata@gmail.com  

 

We look forward to receiving your application! 

 

Kind regards, 

 

YATA’s Executive Board 

www.yata-international.org  

 

 

YATA’s participation in the Kiel Conference is sponsored by: 
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